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4The Countryside Code 
Respect other people

•   Consider the local community and  
other people enjoying the outdoors.

• ����Leave�gates�and�property�as�you�find� 
them and follow paths unless wider 
access is available.

Protect the natural environment

•   Leave no trace of your visit and take your litter home.
•   Keep dogs under effective control.

Enjoy the outdoors

•   Plan ahead and be prepared.
•     Follow advice and local signs.

Keep an eye out for Bryn the Badger as  
he leads you around our beautiful walks! 
Did you know that the badger is the emblem  
of our Pontyclun Rugby club?

Enjoy this walk
 Taff Ely Ramblers meet every Sunday  
to enjoy a beautiful walk in the South  
Wales countryside. They also offer short  
two hour walks on alternate Saturdays  
and summer Thursday evenings.   
Ramblers maintenance groups assist  
in maintaining the walks.
Contact www.taffelyramblers.org.uk for more details.
The association is a registered charity (no. 1093577) and a company 
limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (No 4458492).

TA
FF

 E

LY (LLANTRISAN
T)

RAMBLERS

The Lime Kiln to the right 
of the track just after the 
small bungalow is at the 
terminus�of�the�Brofiscin�
link of the Ely Valley 
Railway. There are signs of 
the railway track to the left 
of the route between here 
and the pond. 

Bute & Mwyndy Iron Ore 
Works.  The Iron Works lay 
between Groesfaen and 
Mwyndy and opened in  
the�late�1850’s.� 
It attracted many workers 
to this area, particularly 
from Cornwall where tin 
mining was in decline.  
This mine is responsible 
for the population growth 
in Miskin and Groesfaen 
seen around this time.

The Ely Valley Railway  
ran several broad-gauge 
lines in this area. The link 
from Mwyndy Junction to 
Brofiskin�was�opened�in�
1862 to serve quarries and 
lime workings in the area. 
The link from Pontyclun 
(called Llantrisant at the 
time) was opened in 1865 
and included a passenger 

On the way...

service. This closed in 
1951 but the line continued 
to be used for freight until 
1965.

The Penrhys Pilgrimage 
Way started at Llandaff 
Cathedral. It went via 
Groesfaen “The Stone 
Cross” to the Statue of 
Our Lady of Penrhys in 
the Rhondda. It was an 
important medieval Marian 
pilgrimage, namely to a 
Shrine of the Virgin Mary. 
In 1538 Thomas Cromwell 
ordered that the Statue 
should be taken to London. 
There it was one of three 
Statues of Our Lady that 
were publicly burnt. In the 
churchyard in Groesfaen 
is an old stone which 
was probably the base of 
the “Stone Cross” which 
would have acted as a 
waymarker to the pilgrims.
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Getting there 

By car��Take�junction�34�off�the�M4�and�then�take�the�first�
right at the lights onto the A4119 to Groesfaen. There is a 
car park behind the brick bus shelter on your right near the 
Dynevor Arms. 
By bus��There�are�regular�bus�service’s�on�the�number�
122 between Cardiff and Tonypandy and the 124 between 
Cardiff and Maerdy. Alight at the Dynevor Arms stop if 
travelling from Cardiff or the Babell Chapel stop if coming 
from Pontyclun. In this case walk up the pavement to reach 
the signed footpath on the left.
For travel options to get there by bus, rail, bike and foot, 
please visit www.traveline.cymru or call 0800 464 00 00  
from 7am to 8pm daily.

Pontyclun Community Council welcomes you to enjoy 
this walk and appreciate our local scenery and history.  
Bring a drink and a picnic if you want to. Make sure you 
dress�appropriately�for�the�weather�and�when�you�finish�
come and look around the shops and cafes of Pontyclun.  
If you spot any issues or just had a great time,  
please tell us clerk@pontyclun-cc.gov.wales or on  
facebook.com/PontyclunCC

Lime Kiln

Mae’r taflen yma ar gael yn y Gymraeg.
This leaflet is available in Welsh.

Distance
6.8 kilometres 

4.2 miles

Refill�App�is�available�and�look�out�for�the�logo� 
in the shops and cafes
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www.ramblers.org.uk/wales
The Ramblers’ Association is a registered charity  

(England & Wales No. 1093577, Scotland No. SC039799)

Supported by

CYNGOR CYMUNED
PONTYCLUN 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

A series  
of circular 

walks  
suitable for  

all ages
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Start
Finish

Distance
6.8 kilometres 

4.2 miles

Route
Fitness level

Leisurely

Stiles 
 x13

Kissing 
Gate x6

Start:  
Bus shelter on A4119  
in Groesfaen  
(ST 07027 80946)
Map to use:
OS Explorer 151
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Cross the road from the 
bus shelter bearing left to 
follow the signed footpath 
between the houses to 
reach a T-junction of 
estate roads. Continue 
ahead with a grassy area 
on the left and turn right 
into Bryn Creigiau and 
left along Glan Creigiau 
to reach a gate and stile 
either side of a track 
allowing�entry�into�a�field.�
Walk down the left-hand 
side�of�this�field�to�reach�
the gate at the left-hand 
corner. Turn right through 
another gate, walking 
along a track in front of a 
small bungalow, to reach 
a�field�on�the�left�that�is�
entered by a stile behind 
the gate.
Cross this stile and 
continue on the left-hand 
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side�of�the�field�and�over�
another stile. Head down 
this�next�field�to�reach�a�
pond on your right. Take 
the path through the 
narrow gap just to the 
left of the pond to reach 
another stile that gives 
access to a track. Turn 
right and follow this track 
through a gate until you 
reach another gate into a 
field.�Head�up�the�left�side�
of�this�field�until�a�stile�is�
reached in the wire fence. 
Cross this stile and head 
to the right of a group of 
trees hiding a ruined farm 
house. Continue in the 
same direction to reach 
a stile in the left-hand 
corner�of�the�field.�Enter�
a small area of trees that 
is exited by a sunken lane 
to reach a stile. Ignore the 

field�entrance�on�your�left�
and continue along the 
hedge to reach a stile that 
you do not cross. 
Turn right here and cross 
the�field�to�reach�a�stile�by�
a gate in the left corner. 
Cross an access road to a 
stile�to�enter�a�field.� 
Walk diagonally towards 
the far left hand corner of 

Near Porthandro
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this�field�to�cross�a�stile� 
by some trees. 
Continue downhill and 
cross a footbridge over 
the River Clun. Then take 
the path ahead, through 
trees, that can be very wet 
at�times�to�reach�a�field.�
Cross�the�field�and�go�
through a kissing gate 
to join the Rhiwsaeson 
Road. 

Turn left and use the 
pavement on the right 
to reach the A473 
roundabout. Cross this 
carefully and take the 
road ahead towards 
Cross Inn passing the 
bus stop. At the next 
roundabout take the road 
on the left signposted 
Pengawsi Estate and 
follow this past the 
housing estate. When the 
road curves to the right, 
just past an open green 
space, head left below 
the A473. Follow the road 
ahead re-crossing the 
River Clun and passing 
the Cemetery. 
A short distance after the 
Cemetery there is a stile 
on the left side of 
the road.
Cross this double stile 
heading�down�the�field�to�
reach another stile in the 
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tree line. This leads to a 
footbridge followed by a 
wet area with stepping 
stones�to�reach�a�field.�
Continue up the right side 
of�the�field�to�reach�an�
old iron gate and a lane. 
Turn right to reach a road. 
Continue ahead to reach 
a cattle grid and large 
open industrial area. Take 
the second track on the 
left keeping an eye out 
for�Leekes�head�office�
on your right. Follow this 
track before reaching the 
entrance to Llwynsaer 
Farm.
Follow the track on the 
right, past a barrier, to 
reach an open area and 
fishing�complex.�Continue�
to the left to cross a 
kissing gate and walk up 
the�left�side�of�the�field.�
Go through the kissing 
gate and continue, still to 
the�left�of�the�field�to�reach�
another kissing gate in 
the far corner. Turn right, 
along a track, to reach  
the main road (A4119).  
Turn left and walk back to 
the start.
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www.ramblers.org.uk/wales The Ramblers helps everyone, everywhere, enjoy  
walking and protects the places we all love to walk.
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